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CAPTAIN THOMAS HOLME, SUEVEYOE-GBNBRAL OF 
PENNSYLVANIA AND PEOVINCIAL COUNCILLOE. 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 

(Continued from page 131.) 

As already mentioned, when Thomas Holme first arrived 
in Pennsylvania, he and his family, consisting of tw^o sons 
and two daughters, lived at Shaekamaxon. After the city 
was laid out in 1682, he built a house on his lot at the 
northwest corner of Front and Mulberry (now Arch) 
Streets, and lived there until 1688. Mulberry Street was 
first called Holme Street, for Thomas Holme, but the name 
was changed to Mulberry by Penn. On a part of this lot 
farther up Front Street, sold by Holme to the trustees ap- 
pointed by the Friends' Meeting, the Bank Meeting-House 
was built in 1685 ; Thomas Holme was one of those ap- 
pointed by the meeting, 11th mo. 9, 1683/4, to select the 
site for the maeting-house, the others being John Song- 
hurst, Thomas "Wynne, and Griffith Owen. This was a 
fine situation for a residence ; the lot was a wide one, and 
as there were no buildings between Holme's house and the 
meeting-house, nor on the east side of Front Street, it com- 
manded an uninterrupted view of the river. In 1688, 
Thomas Holme went to England ; he must have gone over 
in September, for on the 4th of that month he signed a 
deed in Philadelphia, while his new commission as Sur- 
veyor-General, dated October 14, 1688, speaks of him as 
being then abroad. For a short time before he left he was 
living on his plantation of Well-Spring, in Dublin Town- 
ship, Philadelphia County; and on his return, probably 
about the end of 1689, he again resided there. About Oc- 
tober, 1690, he again went to England ; before leaving he 
gave letters of attorney to his son-in-law Silas Crispin and 
three others, and in several deeds made by them in 1691 
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he is spoken of as being in London. This time he stayed 
until 1694, and when he came back, went to live at Well- 
Spring, continuing there till his death, which occurred in 
March or April, 1695. 

In his will, dated 12th mo. 10, 1694 (O.S.), he styles 
himself " of Dublin township in Philadelphia County, aged 
full seventie years;" it was admitted to probate April 8, 
1695. To his daughter Eleanor Moss he gave power to 
dispose, at her decease, of " the one moiety of the £150 in 
the hands of Patrick Robinson," in compensation for her 
resignation to him of all her right in Weil-Spring Planta- 
tion, provided that she gave the said moiety to one of her 
sister Hester Crispin's children. To the children of Richard 
Holcomb, by his daughter Sarah, thirty pounds, to be paid 
out of his one thousand acres beyond Hilltown, in Philadel- 
phia County, when sold. To his niece Susannah James ten 
pounds for herself and children. To his granddaughter Sarah 
Crispin five hundred acres called Pyne-Spring Plantation, 
in the upper Dublin Township (not the present Upper Dub- 
lin ^), Philadelphia County, to be enjoyed and possessed by 
her after the death of her parents Silas and Hester Crispin. 
To his granddaughters Rebecca and Marie Crispin one 
thousand acres "joining on this side of Hilltown," to be 
divided between them, his executor having power to con- 
vert it into money if he thought best. To his grandsons 
William and Thomas Crispin, when of age, fifty pounds 
apiece; and to his granddaughters Eleanor and Esther 
Crispin twenty pounds each, when of age or at marriage. 
To his kinsman John Fletcher, who came over with him 

' On Holme's map there are two townships indicated in the area that 
was known as Dublin Township ; the lower one was entirely included in 
what was afterwards Lower Dublin Township, while the upper was 
about half in the latter and half in what was afterwards Abington ; 
they were generally known together as Dublin Township, though the 
upper one was sometimes called " the upper Dublin Township." The 
rest of the present Abington was then called Hilltown ; the line between 
it and the present Upper Dublin was the same on Holme's map as it is 
now, and the latter was called Upper Dublin even in Holme's time. 
Pyne-Spring Plantation was in what is now Abington. 
Vol. XX. — 17 
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from England, two hundred acres, worth twenty pounds. 
To John Osborne, who came over with him, land to the 
value of ten pounds, when he had served out his time. He 
divided his household furniture, plate, etc., between his 
daughters Eleanor and Esther (Hester), and to Eleanor gave 
a colt that was at Well-Spring. He left ten pounds " for 
some charitable purpose in Dublin township, either a school 
or putting out the child of some honest man that was poor, 
to a trade or some honest way of liveliehood." Silas 
Crispin was appointed executor, with Patrick Robinson to 
advise him. 

Before his death, Thomas Holme laid out an acre of land 
on the northeast side of his Susquehanna road, in the five- 
hundred-acre tract adjoining Weil-Spring on the north and 
west, for a burying-ground for himself and family. Here 
he was buried and his descendants in the Crispin line for 
several generations; it has long been known as the Old 
Crispin Graveyard. The first burial there is said to have 
been of an assistant surveyor who came with Holme from 
England. This plot always remained in possession of the 
Crispin family, all deeds to surrounding lands expressly 
stipulating that it was excepted from the sale. Thomas 
Holme's grave, northeast of the centre, was marked only 
by a large, round, unlettered stone, but each generation of 
the Crispins pointed it out to the succeeding one ; nearly all 
the other graves in the plot had at least initials on the 
stones. In November, 1863, the trustees of the Lower 
Dublin Academy (which was founded on Thomas Holme's 
bequest for school purposes) appointed three of their num^- 
ber — Samuel C. Willits, Charles W. Harrison, and Benjamin 
Crispin — a committee to erect a monument over Thomas 
Holme's grave. They replaced the old stone by a marble 
shaft about eight feet high. The ground is still reserved, 
though the last burial there was in 1863. 

Thomas Holme's bequest of ten pounds for school or 
other charity was not carried out by his executor ; but in 
1723, when part of Well-Spring Plantation was divided 
among the heirs of Esther Crispin, a piece of ground, 
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roughly laid off for an acre and a half (a quarter acre from 
the share of each of the children), was set aside for a 
school-house lot in lieu of the money ; a log school-house 
was built there about that time. In 1793 a charter was 
granted to the corporation known as " The Trustees of the 
Lower Dublin Academy," who assumed the direction of 
the school. In 1801 they built the present stone building; 
the old log structure is now part of the janitor's residence. 
In 1842 the trustees leased the school-house to the Public 
School Directory of Philadelphia.' The income from this 
lease accumulated in the hands of the trustees, as they had 
no expenses, and in 1880 they devoted the surplus to found- 
ing and maintaining " The Thomas Holme Free Library of 
Holmesburg." 

Thomas Holme married before he came to Pennsylvania, 
but his wife's name is not known ; she probably died before 
1682, as she did not come to America with her husband. 
Their children were : 

Sarah Holme, married Richard Holcombej neither she 
nor her husband are known to have come to Pennsylvania; 
they had children, mentioned in her father's will, but their 
names are not given. 

Michael (?) Holme, died without issue, before his father. 
(Michael Holme was a witness to the will of Joseph Moss, 
1687.) 

Tryall (?) Holme, died without issue, before his father. 
On Thomas Holme's map the name of Tryall Holme is on 
the tract called Pyue-Spring Plantation. Tryall Holme 
was a witness to a deed of June 7, 1684, from Richard 
Mettamicont to William Penn, for lands on both sides of 
Pennepack Creek; also to the deed of July 30, 1686, 
for lands between the Chester and Pennepack Creeks; and 
to a deed of 9th mo. 3, 1685, from Thomas Holme to 

' Samuel 0. Willits, one of the trustees, who lived on the estate of 
" Longford," wrote a history of the Lower Dublin Academy, which the 
trustees expect to publish. Rev. 8. F. Hotchkin, in his " Bristol Pike," 
has an account of the old graveyard and the academy, taken from Wil- 
lits's manuscript. 
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Nicholas More, for eighty acres of liberty land on Cohock- 
sink Creek. (Thomas Holme brought two sons to Pennsyl- 
vania, who both died, without issue, before him ; there is 
very good reason to suppose that their Christian names 
were as above.) 

Eleanor Holme, came to Pennsylvania with her father. 
On Holme's map her name is on the part of Well-Spring 
southwest of the Pennepack ; by an agreement made Jan- 
uary 14, 1694/5, she surrendered to her father all her right 
in that plantation, he putting one hundred and fifty pounds 
at interest for her, in the hands of Patrick Robinson ; he 
mentions this sum in his will. Eleanor married, first, 
Joseph Moss, by whom she had no issue. By his will, 
dated 7th mo. 23, 1687, Joseph Moss, " now of Well-Spring," 
left all his estate and anything that might be due him from 
any one in Europe or America to his wife Eleanor, whom 
he named his executrix ; the witnesses were Michael Holme 
and Thomas Holme. She married, second, Joseph Small- 
wood, and had one daughter, Sarah.' They had a dispute 
with Silas Crispin as to the division of Thomas Holme's 
estate ; after an arbitration, Crispin had one thousand acres 
of Holme's unsurveyed lands laid off near Germantown, 
and conveyed it to them ; they sold it to John Cadwalader, 
of Philadelphia. 

Esther Holme (usually written Hester) came to Penn- 
sylvania with her father. She married, 1683, Silas Crispin, 
son of Captain William Crispin, formerly of the English 

^ Sarah, only child of Joseph and Eleanor Smallwood, married, first, 
John Thomas, of Philadelphia County, at Christ Church, Philadelphia, 

February 8, 1720; she married, second, Winthrop Westcomb, 

and went to Baltimore County, Maryland, where he probably lived pre- 
viously ; after his death she lived in Passyunk Township, Philadelphia 
County, probably with her cousin Sarah Hannis (granddaughter of 
Esther Crispin). While living there, on January 14, 1745/6, she exe- 
cuted a release, as only child and heiress of Eleanor (Holme) Small- 
wood, to the heirs of her aunt Esther (Holme) Crispin of all her right 
to any part of Thomas Holme's estate undevised by his will, especially 
Well-Spring Plantation. She is not known to have had any children 
by either husband. 
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navy, and one of the Proprietary's Commissioners for 
settling the colony in Pennsylvania. She died April 17, 
1696, and her husband May 31, 1711. They lived on Silas 
Crispin's plantation in Dublin Township, northeast of the 
Pennepack Creek. They had eight children, six of whom 
survived their parents, and inherited the greater part of "Well- 
Spring. Silas Crispin was executor of Thomas Holme's 
will. After Esther's death he married Mary, widow of 
Thomas Shinn and daughter of Richard Stockton, of Bur- 
lington, "West New Jersey, by whom he had several children. 

In March, 1681, Holme bought from William Penn five 
thousand acres of land in Pennsylvania. In 1686 he bought 
the same amount from Samuel Clarridge, who was an 
original purchaser from Penn ; and in 1688 he bought one 
thousand acres from Richard Crossley, also a first pur- 
chaser. He thus had a right of eleven thousand acres of 
land in the Province. By the terms Penn made with the 
first purchasers he was entitled to have two per cent, of 
this, or two hundred and twenty acres, in the "liberty 
lands" adjoining the city, and to have four whole lots and 
two one-fifth lots in the city. A good deal of this remained 
untaken up at his death, but his executor Silas Crispin 
obtained warrants for most of the balance. 

The most important of his tracts was his plantation 
called Well-Spring, containing one thousand six hundred 
and forty-six acres, in Dublin Township, Philadelphia 
County. This tract extended entirely across the lower part 
of the township, from Oxford Township to Moreland; it 
was divided into two parts by the centre line of Dublin 
Township, laid out by Holme, and called by him Susque- 
hanna Street or Road.^ The southwest portion, which was 
much the larger, Holme intended for his daughter Eleanor, 

^ This road was never opened through Dublin Township, though it is 
mentioned in the deeds to lands adjoining it, being a very convenient 
boundary, although purely imaginary ; all the original tracts laid out iu 
this township ran from this line to the outer boundaries, about a mile 
and a half distant on either side. In Abington and tipper Dublin 
Townships a road was opened very early, on the continuation of this 
line, which is still in use. 
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and on his map it bears her name ; but she afterwards re- 
leased her right in it to her father ; the northeast or smaller 
portion bears Holme's own name on the map. The Penne- 
pack Creek ran through the larger part, and that part of it 
lying southwest of the creek covered the site of Holmes- 
burg. The village was not named for Thomas Holme, but 
for the family of John Holme, not known to be related to 
Thomas, into whose possession this part of the land passed 
at a later date. The school-house lot laid oft" in 1723 was 
situated on the lower boundary of the smaller portion of 
"Well-Spring. Adjoining this smaller portion on the north- 
west, and separated from the larger part of the plantation 
only by the imaginary road, was a tract of five hundred 
acres belonging to Holme, which was not considered part of 
"Well-Spring, although it lay in an angle formed by the two 
parts of the latter. On Holme's map it is marked " Samuel 
Clarridge," and was laid out as part of his purchase, trans- 
ferred to Holme. The burying-ground was located on this 
tract, on the line of Susquehanna Road. 

Holme had a tract of one thousand acres in Hilltown 
Township, Philadelphia County (now Abington Township, 
Montgomery County), lying between the road and More- 
land ; on his map it bears the names of Trial Holme and 
Daniel Heaphy, the latter having bought the lower half 
from Holme. The upper half is mentioned in Holme's 
will as Pyne-Spring Plantation. He also had a tract of two 
thousand five hundred acres partly in Hilltown and partly 
in Upper Dublin Township, which the map gives as Clar- 
ridge's ; this is mentioned in his will, part of it being left to 
the children of his daughter Sarah, and to his grandchildren 
Rebecca and Marie Crispin. He also had one thousand 
acres farther out on the upper boundary of Upper Dublin 
Township, marked " Richards & Arbury" on the map, which 
was probably a misprint for " Richard Crossley," in whose 
name it was taken up. 

Of his smaller tracts, one was his plantation of six hun- 
dred acres in Byberry, called Shaftsburie Plantation, which 
he sold in 1685 to Nicholas Rideout ; it had a large frontage 
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on Poquessing Creek ; on the map it bears Rideout's name. 
Another was a triangular piece of land of one hundred and 
twenty acres in Oxford Township, adjoining the southwest 
part of Well-Spring. Another was taken up for six hun- 
dred and sixty acres in Bristol Township, Bucks County, 
on Neshaminy Creek, running back along the line of Mid- 
dletown Township ; a re-survey showed this to contain only 
five hundred and seventy-four acres. Another was five 
hundred acres on the Schuylkill River, on the line of Lim- 
erick Creek; this was taken up by Holme's executor to 
satisfy certain gifts he had made to his servants. He also 
had two hundred and seventy-five acres in Newtown Town- 
ship, Chester County, thirty acres of which were in the 
townstead ; and two hundred and fifty acres in Darby Town- 
ship, in the same county. 

Holme's liberty lands amounted to one hundred and 
eighty-eight acres, instead of the two hundred and twenty 
he was entitled to; this was due partly to a change in 
Penn's concessions to settlers and partly to Holme's selling 
and buying rights before the land was laid out. He had 
one nearly triangular tract of eighty acres on Cohocksink 
Creek, about a mile and a quarter up from its mouth, and 
fronting on the creek about half a mile; it was situated in 
the region now between Oxford and Dauphin Streets and 
Eighth and Thirteenth Streets. Another of eight acres 
was on "Wingohocking Creek, about half a mile above its 
junction with Frankford Creek ; it was opposite the present 
Greenmount Cemetery. Holme also had twenty-eight acres 
adjoining this last tract, but not on the creek. These three 
tracts are shown on Reed's map of the liberties. 

Holme's principal city lot was the one his residence stood 
on, at the corner of Front and Mulberry Streets. It ran 
from Front four hundred and twenty-six feet along Mul- 
berry to Second Street, and one hundred and two feet on 
Front and Second. This lot carried with it a wharf prop- 
erty on the east side of Front Street.' He had another lot 

' The patent for the land on the river side called for one hundred and 
two feet on the east -side of Front Street, and gave a privilege of extend- 
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on the nortliwest corner of Sixth and High Streets, one 
hundred and thirty-two feet on High and three hundred 
and six feet on Sixth Street. 

In right of his purchase from Crossley, he had two one- 
fifth lots ; one of these was on the northeast corner of Front 
and Chestnut Streets, the whole lot being E'o. 20 on the 
plan. Holme evidently got the best choice in the partition 
among the five owners, as he secured the corner ; his part 
had twenty feet on Front Street, and ran back three hundred 
and ninety-six feet along Chestnut to Second Street. This 
also carried with it a water front across Front Street. The 
other one-fifth lot was on High Street, beginning one hun- 
dred and forty-four and one-half feet west of Fifth ; it had 
twenty-six feet on High Street and ran back three hundred 
and six feet. The two whole lots belonging to Holme in 
right of Samuel Clarridge's purchase were originally laid 
out on the Schuylkill end of the city. As this part of the 
plan was changed soon after it was made, these could not 
have remained the same ; it is probable that Holme never 
took them up. 

ing two hundred and fifty feet into the Delaware River. It specified 
that Holme was to leave a public cartway thirty feet wide along the 
bank ; this is no doubt where the present Water Street runs. Holme 
was also to leave out a proportional part of the width of his bank lot, 
80 that in the centre between Mulberry and Sassafras (Race) Streets 
there might be made a public stair down from the east side of Front 
Street. 



